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PreFAce 

The original 2011 collection Old and Not So Old Bush Songs began as a means of tidying my 
own repertoire, gained from exploring and performing for over forty years. More and more 
good songs were discovered and added, and poems that needed a tune were worked in. The 
result is over 300 songs.  

Where possible I have credited the sources of the songs and melodies, but please don’t 
hesitate to edify me about omissions or errors. 

Arrangements of the better known songs are based on what I learnt at the Bush Music Club, 
and from an extensive personal library of Australian folk records and folklore and folk music 
publications. In the previous version I stayed true to texts as originally published but found 
that this confused both myself and other singers when there was a commonly known 
version. Hence the version here may differ from the last edition.  

I encourage you to adapt these arrangements to suit your own needs.The songs have 
generally been pitched for a deeper vocal range. If a particular song is needed in another 
key it can be easily transposed using a software program that recognises and uses ABC 
music coding, such as abcExplorer and abcEdit. They can be downloaded from my website 
either as PDF files or as versatile ABC files. 

Heartfelt thanks are due to the many friends who have sustained my enthusiasm for this 
volume with their support for the previous edition, the main source book for our monthly 
Bush Traditions session at the Goulburn Club. Acknowledgement to the many individual 
contributors is made on the relevant pages.  

Phyl Lobl, as she tried to educate the Arts Council of Australia about folk songs, offered this 
amusing characteristic: “everyone else sings the wrong version.” These then are my wrong 
versions; a unique collection of Australian songs ranging from colonial times to the present. 
Some great classics, and many that I trust will become better known.  

 
October 2019  
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Important Note 
This book is not offered for sale for profit. In the spirit of folk music it has been prepared for 
sharing, as have my previous publications. Copies are made available to musical friends for 
the cost of photocopying and binding. You are welcome to copy the work in part or in full 
for your own use, preferably with acknowledgement. 
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Ñ��y���%� � � �%~���� � � �e� � �e}e��} ~y�%��� �Y� �Y���%�%� }%� } �w}%� �F��� �%��� }%���
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� �Y��� ~������ �%�����%�%� ����} � ��� ��� �j� } � ��� � �wÍ��%�%~wÒe��}%� � Ð � ���%�%�
õ |Ùöj� ����� ��Ò���� ���yÕ0� � � � � � ���OÌY�%��� ���%� ���%� � � � ���%� � �e� ��� �������%�%� �Y� �AS
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����� ����� � ������� � � � ��� ��� ��� ����� � ����� ����} ~y��� ��} ������} ~y��� � ����} ~�� �(��� �%�Y�
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�j�%�e� � �%� ��� � �%�e��� � ��}��%�%� � �%~y���Y� �e��� �e� � �e�%�(� �%��}e� ��}��%�e� �Y� ~Y�
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Ñ���~Y� �%�%��������� �Y� }������%� � �%� �(~Y� � ��� ��} ~w��� ����� �%����� ����� �j���(��� � �e�
Ï���� � � ����� ���e��} ~������ � �e����� ��� }�� �%���e� ��� ���%�%� � ��� � � � } ��� �%��� ��� �%� � � � �%�j�
�j�%�y�%� �%��� �����%~����%�%� � ���%��� � �%� �y��� ~Y� � � �y� �%���%�����y� ��� ~��(� �%� � �%���
�j�%��~%����� �e��} ~���� � ~%�%���e������}e� � � ���e� � � �Y� �Y��� ��� �����Y� � � �%���
�j�%����� �%����} ~����%�%� ������� �y� }(� � �y�%� � � � � �y� ��}��Y}�� � �e� ����� ��� � � ���
|:} ~��%�%��� ��� ~y��}��%�%�w� }(� �%����� ~�� � }e��� � � ��� �Y� � � ��� � � � } �%� ����� �(� ��� � � � ���Y�
4 �Y����� �%��� � �%� �%�����%� ~y�%��� � ��� ~Y� � ��� ��� � �%� �%� � �%~y� � � ��� ���%��� ��� � �e�%�%� � ���
���w�%��� �y� ��~%�%��}����y� �%~e� ����� �Y��� � �e}���� �%�%~e�e� � ����� } �%�����%� � � � �Y�
�j�%�e� �%�e��� �����%~����%�%� � �y}%� � � �%�y� ��� �(�e��� �%�e��� ���Y}�� � �y� ��} ��� �e��� � �
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4 �Y��~�� }�} ���%���y� �%~�������}%}%���%� �%��� ���e� � �Y� �Y� �j� �Y��� �Y� � ��� ��� ~�-
�j�%� �����Y�%� ~Y}%� ���Y� �%�y� �e��� � � ��� � � ���(��� �Y� � �%~�~�� �e}���� �%�%~y��} ~y� ��� ~j�
w�� �Y} ~���} ��~Y� � � � ��� ~�~%�%����� ��}���� �Y� ��} ~������ � �%�%��� � � �%�e� � � �
���y� � �%~e� ����� ���e�%� � ��� �%����� } ��� �Y�%� � ��� � � � } ��� �%��� ��� �%� � � � �%�j�
���%��}����e� � ��� � � ~�� ���%� � � � �%��� � � ����} ~��%��� �%��� �(Ô � � ����� �Y� }%}%� } �e� ���%�%� ~j�
|:} ~y��� � ���y� �%~e� ���%� ���%����}���� �e��~��%�y��} ~����%� ���%�%� � � }e��� ~j�
�j�%����� �%�e��} ~�� � �%�%�(� �Y� ����} � �%~y����� � �%� ����� ~��y�e��� �%� � � �%����} ~�� �%� � �
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���%��} Ó � ��}%� ��}���} ~�� � ��� ��� ���%��} �Y� ��~���� ��� ��� ��� �%��� �%��� �%�e� �%� � �
6 ��� ��� } �wÒ�� �%� } � �%� ����} ~/6 ��}�� ����}�� }e� �����e� ��� �����(� � ����� �%���
Ö��%~RLj��� � �e��} ~w�%� ��� �Y��� � ~�� �e� ������� �e� �%� ����}%�%��� ���Y� �%���%�
4 �Y���%��� } ���%� �Y� ���%��� � ����� � � �%�(�e� �%�%� ~�� �w� } � ��� ��� � ��� � ��� �����%�
ÕY� � �(� � ��������� ��� }(� � ��� ��������� ��}%��� � �%�(����� ������� � ��� �%�%� � ~�� �y�%�
��� � �%�%� } ���%�(� �%����� � � �e�%��� � � ~�� �w���%� �e� � ��� ����� } � �e�%�%� �%�A-
�j�%� �(Ô ��� � ~y��} ~��%� � � � �%~������ � ��� }%� �%��� � �%� } � � } ��������� ��� �
�j� � � � �%� ���%�%��� ~�� �%��~�� �%�%~��%~��%� �e�����%� } ~Y�%� Õ0��� � � �Y� � �%� � �Q~�� �e}e� ���%����� �e��ú �
�j�%�e� � �%� ��� � �%��� � ��� � � ~��e� � ~Y� ����} ~yÒ�� ��� � ��}�� � � ��� �e� � �%��~
����� � �/6 �Y}%� ����}��e�%~��e� � � � � �(� ������� }�� � ��� �%�%�����%�%� �%���(���%~Y�
Ö��%~RLj��� � ����� � � ��� � ~�� � ~Y� �e� ��� �y� ��� ~�� ~w�%����� �e����}��
� Ï���� �e�%� �Y�e� � ����� }�� ��� � �(� � � ��� �%����� � � ��� ~e� � � � ~�� �w� �%}�� �
� ����� ��� � � ����� }�� �%���%� � ��� } �%�Y}(� � ��� ��� ������} ����} ~w�%� ����� � �
Ð ���e�y� � ~�� } �y��� � � �%��� �(� ��� �Y� �Y��� � ����� �%��� �w�e��� �Y�e�%� � ��� � � � ���
� �0�%�
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Õ0� ��� �%��� � ��������� �(� �����e� �Y� �e��Ô ��� ����} ~�� � �%� � ��� �Y� ��� � � �e��� ��� ~Y�
�j�%��}�� � �%���%��� Ó � ��}%� ��}���� ~����y�e� �%�y�%� ��� � � � ��� �y��} �%� � } �j�
Õ0� ��� �w�%� ���%�%��� �Y�����%� � � ��� �%�%~���} ~�~��%� � �(���%��� }�� � �e� � � } ��-
�j�%��}
Lj��}%}%� ~���� �%��� ��� � �����%� ���e����} �Y��} ~y� ��}�� �Y��� � �%���Y} ����� �
|:} ~�� �Y� �Y� � � �������e�y����}�� ��� � �y� � � � � � �Y����� � � � � �Y� � � �y� ��� ~�~��%��� �
�j�%��� ��� ������} � � ��� �Y� � �y� � � �%~y� ����} ~�� �%�e� ��������� � � ��� � ���F� � � ��} ~���} ~�� �����
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|:} ~������ � ���%�%~�� ���Y� } � �e� � �y}%� ��� � � ���%����} � �%~Y�%� ��� �%� � � ~�� ����� �
�j�%��}�� � � ���y�%��} � � ~y�%��} ~Y� � ��� �j�%� ~w� }e�e�(�����%� �Y� ��� ���
|j��~�� �e}e�%��~��%��� �y�%� � � ��} �%~�� ��� � ����} ~y��� ~��e� ���YÒ���} � � � ��� ~�� � �e}
���y��� ���%��� � �y} � �(�(� � � �Y���%~��y�e��}(� �%��� ���%� ��� ��� � �/Lj��� � � �e~%�%��}��
Ó ��� � ���D� �%� �Y� �����%� � �/L0��� � ������} ����� �����%} � � ~�� ������} ~e�e� ~��Y�
6%� � ����� � � � �Q~�� } �%��� ��� }�� � �e�e� � ~w��} � � � � �%�e~�� ��� � �%��~�� �%~Y�
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�j�%� ����� ����� � } ��� } ��� �%��� ������} ��� ��� � �����%� � � � ��� ���
�j�%��ù���� � � � } �y��} ~wÖ0�Y� ~���} � ��� ~%�%� ���Y�
� �%�(�Y�%� ~�� �����D� �%� ��������� � �Y�%���%�%�%��� �%� � � ~�� �%�%� ���
Ó � � �/.j� � � �Y� P 6 �%�(� �%���F�Y� �Y��} ~�� � � �y� �%��� P
�j�%��� ��� ~�� ������} ~�� � �%���%������� �y� ��� �Y� � ��� ���
�����%� �%�%��~%�%�e}(� � �y�e��}e�%�%� � ��� ���%� �%� ��-
ùe� � ���%��� ���%�(�e� � ��� � � � ����} ~�� ���%��� � � ��� ���
�����%�%��� ������}��e���%�%�%��}�� � � ����� � ���
�j�%��� ����� �e������� �%�%� ~��e��} ~���� � � ��� }�� � ����� � � � � ��� ���
�j�%��� ��� ��� ��} � � �e��} ~��%� ���%���Y}(� �%����� ��� }��
���Y�%� ~y�e� � � ��} �����%� ��� �%�e� �%����� � �%�����%� � � � ~j� �%�%� ���
�j�%� �%� �%��� ��� �%} ��� � �Y�F�����Y� ��� �Y�%����} ~y�%��� }��
Ð ��}�� � �%������� � � � ��}���� ��� } �(�e� � ��� �Y� � � �Y� �%�%� ��7
Ð ��}�� � �%�(��� � �%��� �%����� � � �%� � � � � ����� � ��� �%��� �%� � �%��� ��7
Ð ��}�� � �%�(��� � �%��� �%�e�%� �%�Q��� � ��� �e�%�%� �%�e� � ��� � �Y� �%�%� ��7
�j�%� ����� �����%~Y� � � �%�e��� ��� �%�Y� ��� � �%� �e��� �e~Y� ��� �%� �
�j�%� ����� ����� � } ��� } ��� �%��� � �%�%�(� ��� � ����� � � � � ��� ���
|j�%� � ���%� �%~%�(� � �%�e��� ��~����e��� } ��� � ���F~%�%��}��
4 �Y�%� �%������}�� �%� ��� � ��� �Y� � � � ���Y� � � � �e��� � � � �%�%� ���
� �(� �%��� ��� � ������} ~���� � ~�������� � �Y�D� � �e}��
Ó �%� � ����} ~�� ~y� �(� � �����%�e��} ~y� ��� � � ��� � ��� ���
6 � �%� �%���D��� � �%��� � � � � �%�e� �Y� � � � ��� �e�%�w� �������
� � � � � ���(��� �%� � � � ���e�%�%�e� � ���F� �������%�%� ��� �%�%� ���
�j�%� ��} � �%�����%� ��� � ��� }�� ��� � ��� �������e�Y�
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